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SUB J : US/CONGO RELATIONS: DIPLOMATIC NOTES 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION ON OTHER ISSUES FEB 9, FRG AMB TO CONGO (B), 
FISCHER, RAISED QUESTION OF USG REQUESTS FOR TRANSMISSION OF ITS 
DIPLOMATIC NOTES TO THE GOC. FISCHER COMPLAINED THAT ALL TOO 
FREQUENTLY THESE NOTES WERE SENT TO HIM IN ENGLISH. THIS PLACED 

AN UNDUE BURDEN ON HIS VERY LIMITED STAFF (1 1/2) WHICH WAS REQUIRED 
TO TRANSLATE THEM. IN ADDITION, HE DID NOT WISH TO BEAR THE RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR ANY MISTRANSLATION. HE THEREFORE STRONGLY URGED THAT 
US DIPLOMATIC NOTES BE SENT 

TO HIM IN ORIGINAL FRENCH, PARTICLARLY SINCE NO ONE IN THE GOC 
SPEAKS ENGLISH. 

2. FISCHER ALSO URGED THAT USG NOTES BE MORE CORRECTLY DRAFTED. 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT US EMBASSIES MAY BE, IN SOME INSTANCES, IN 
POSITION TO MODIFY TEXTS FOR TECHNICAL REASONS, HE SAID HE DID NOT 
FEEL THIS PROPERLY WITHIN HIS PURVIEW. HE CITED IN PARTICULAR 
FREQUENT USAGE OF "WE" WHEN IT IS MORE CORRECT TO SAY "THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT". 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: FISCHER HAS BEEN MOST HELPFUL TO US IN REPRE- 
SENTING US INTERESTS IN BRAZZA VILE IN ADDITION TO HIS REGULAR 
RESPONSIBILITIES. IN LIGHT OF HIS COMMENTS SUGGEST VARIOUS BUREAUS 
IN DEPT INSURE THAT TEXTS OF ANY NOTES TO BE PASSED TO GOC BY 

FRG EMBASSY BE SENT IN FRENCH AND THAT GREATER CARE BE GIVEN TO 
THEIR DRAFTING. 
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